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Conflicts in the Crucible
In the classical play The Crucible by Arthur Miller, there are many conflicts throughout the thematic expression of mass hysteria, corruption, and deceit. It is through these conflicts that we see the bigger picture that Miller displays regarding life. The conflict between man and self, man and society, together with man and woman, is spread throughout the play. Thus, this essay discusses these conflicts in connection to understanding the value of life while appreciating the difficulties that prevail in a bid to do good for ourselves and society.
First, the conflict between man and self is well depicted in John Proctor's life. In the play, John is a good man, robust personal integrity who values his reputation in the accounts of religion and personal interest rather than public perception. This conflict arises when John is faced with the challenge of saving his reputation or shaming the corrupt caught and put an end to the witch trials. He perceives himself as "no good man" (Miller, 136) when he is forced to sign a false confession or face death. This trouble arises from the fact that he upholds adultery's confession with Abigail before the court in fear of his reputation. He, however, withstands the tests and maintains his integrity, "Because it is my name! Because I cannot have another in this life! Because I lie and sign myself to lies! Because I am not worth the dust on the feet of them that hang! How may I live without my name? I have given you my soul; leave m my name!" (Miller, 146). He refuses to give a false admission, confesses, and saves the lives of others at the cost of his reputation. This occurrence shows the personal difficulties we have in life in situations that are tempting our reputations and principles.
	The next conflict is the conflict between man and woman. This is purely evident in the life of John Proctor, his wife Elizabeth, and Abigail. Although John was a good man, a man of value and principles, he lusts after Abigail and commits adultery. As a result, Abigail hates his wife Elizabeth, and this sets to motion the witch hysteria. She accuses Elizabeth of witchcraft and is determined to kill her to get her husband for herself. As a result, there is a conflict between the two women, and John is the denominator. He laments, "Man may think God sleeps, but God sees everything, I know it now. I beg you, sir, I beg you—see her what she is . . . She thinks to dance with me on my wife's grave! And well she might, for I thought of her softly. God help me, I lusted, and there is a promise in such sweat. But it is a whore's vengeance" (Miller, 82). He admitted to his faults, the fruits of his desire for her, and had now resulted in her determination to destroy his wife by all means. Even Elizabeth Proctor scolds and blames his husband for the significant fault seeking to ruin her life and their marriage that had been peaceful and successful. John tells Elizabeth, "I'll plead no more! I see now your spirit twists around the single error of my life, and I will never tear it free!" (Miller, 120). The single secret, a flaw he had kept, had now come to the spotlight and was threatening all his relationships.
	The last conflict in the crucible is the conflict between man and society. This conflict is between John Proctor, Francis's nurse, the corrupt Salem court, and the hysterical community. The source of this conflict is the entire affair between Proctor and Abigail. As a result, Abigail accuses Elizabeth falsely and is favoured by the corrupt court, determined to convict innocent people under false accusations. On the other hand, the community is receptive and follows through the proceedings of the corrupt court, with deceitful Abigail in command. Francis Nurse thus struggles to collect signatures from the community to prove Elizabeth’s innocence after John’s adultery confession failed to reduce Abigail’s impact on the court. Abigail speaks in court, “I look for John Proctor that took me from my sleep and put knowledge in my heart! I never knew what pretence Salem was, I never knew the lying lessons I was taught by all these Christian women and their covenanted men! And now you bid me tear the light out of my eyes? I will not, I cannot! You loved me, John Proctor, and whatever sin it is, you love me yet!" (Miller, 78). She is determined to use lies to gain favour in court, a corrupt court of which Reverend Hale speaks, "I have seen too many frightful proofs in court—the Devil is alive in Salem, and we dare not quail to follow wherever the accusing finger points!' (Miller, 68). This portrays how a single man or a group can have conflicting interests with societal morals.
	In conclusion, the three conflicts, the conflict between man and self, the conflict between man and woman, and the conflict between man and society, draw an accurate picture of the conflicts we face in our community. We are never with faults, but we have battles to overcome as we stand for truth and integrity. Self-sacrifice is also vital, just as John sacrificed his reputation to save an innocent life. But most importantly, the lesson we learn from these conflicts is that we must value truth and other people and take responsibility when our faults keep them at risk.
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